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CornerstoneSociety
Ritual Wor kshop — June 2005 - I nstallation

Note:

Music
Narr

Music

If in open lodge, the lodge should be open in the 3rd degree. Nor mally
any lodge would be called off, having opened only in the 1% degree.

(Overtureif applicable) Shakespearein Love —track 1 (2:00)

TheRitual Wor kshopspr esented at the Cor ner stoneconferencesr epresent
an attempt toillustrate and expl ain some of the meaning hiddenwithinthe
ritualsof Freemasonry; to approachtheseritual sfromadifferent
perspective to t hat normally taken at Lodgesof Instruction. It may bethat
wear e chasing phantoms her e, imposing meaningsthat wer e never

intended when theritualswerewritten — but that isnot important — what
mattersiswhat they meanto US —what they say to usNOW - and that we
should bethinking about themand trying to under stand themasbeyond

just an exercisein memory and performance.

Girl with Pear| Earrings—track 1
Wearegoing towork today, part of the Ceremony of Installation.

The Ceremony of In stallation isnot asancient asother elements of
Freemasonry and being considered by many asalargely administrative
procedureitscontent isoften passed over. Furthermoreasthisgathering
iIsopento Master Masonsweareunabletoincludeanypartoft  heInner
Workings. However we believethat thereismuch herethat caninstruct

us, if we but open our eyesand our hearts.

For many Masons, the Ceremony of I nstallationisthemost important of
their Masonicyear —a bringing together of thewholelodgei n
brotherhoodto cel ebratetheir new Wor shipful Master.

It can bearguedthat, intermsof personal transformation, being made
WM of a Lodge has possibly moreimpact on a brother than any of his
initiationexperiences.

If initiation isunderstood asaritu al ceremony inwhich therelationship
between a candidate and the Lodgeis, in some magical sense,

transformed - then this must be a two -way process. While the candidate’' s
per ception of himsel f should changewithintheceremony soequally

should the percep tion of the candidate by the Lodge also change. Itisthis
second aspect that ismost preval ent within the Ceremony of I nstallation
and on which we will focushere —the candidate for WM isalmost passive
—most of the ceremony fromhereonisfor thebene fit of the Brethren.,

Finally the ceremony givesusan opportunity to seeaspectsof all three
Degreelevel sand to show how theserelateto each other. Wewil|
thereforestartimmediately after thelnner Wor kingshavefinishedwith
theWM ingtalled inthe Chair.

[music fades)

Perambulations, Working Tools and Closings

M

[Sof WM ped] Bro IG, admit MMs
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I G goesto door...

M

[NE Cnr facing §] Brethren, you will pass round the Lodge and salute the
WM as MMs.

I M, followed by MMs, turns| and proceedsround Lodg e...whilethisishappening...

Music
Narr

M
Music
M

Girl with Pear| Earrings—track 2

It may be a coincidence, but we should note that the formof the Third

Degree salute pointsto thenavel —the omphalos - the centre of the body —
like the point of a compassesdrawin gacirclearound us, asin

Leonardo’ sfamousimage. All of the symbolismofthe3 ™ Degree pointsto
finding this‘ till point” at the centre  —the point within a circle fromwhich
every part of thecircumferenceisequidistant —that being a point from
whicha MM cannot err.

The fundamental message of the 3 " Degreeisabout transcendence — as
explained inthe Exhortation and Charge — about passing beyond the
limits of science and reason, to whichthe2 ™ degreeleads, into
contemplation of ayet larger , unseenreality that liesbeyond thewor|d of
experienceand mortal life. Thequestionto consider, then, ishowthese
two fit together.

[music fades)

[Sof WM ped] Brethren, during your temporary absence Brother X has
been regularly installed in the Chair of KS according to ancient custom,
and | now for the first time proclam him WM of the X Lodge, No X in
the Register of the Grand Lodge of England, until the next regular period
of election within this Lodge and until a successor shall have been duly
elected and installed in his stead, and | call on you to greet him as MMs
with t, taking the time from me.

[E Centrelinefacing N] To order, Brethren... Sx3
Girl with Pear| Earrings—track 1

[Sof WM ped] I now present to you the w ts of aMM. They are the Sk, P
and Cs. The Sk is an implement which acts on a centre pin, whence aline
is drawn to mark out ground for the foundation of the intended structure.
With the P the skilful artist delineates the building in a draft or plan for
the instruction and guidance of the workmen. The Cs enable him with
accuracy and precision to ascertain and determine the limits and
proportions of its several parts. But aswe are not all operative Masons but
rather free and accepted, or speculative, we apply these tools to our
morals. In this sense the Sk points out that straight and undeviating line of
conduct laid down for our pursuit in the VSL; the P teaches us that our
words and actions are observed and recorded by the Almighty Architect,
to Whom we must give an account of our conduct through life; the Cs
remind us of hisunerring and impartial justice, Who, having defined for
our instruction the limits of good and evil, will reward or punish aswe
have obeyed or disregarded His Divine commands. Thusthew tsof aMM
teach usto bear in mind, and act according to the laws of our Divine
Creator, that, when we shall be summoned from this sublunary abode, we
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may ascend to the G L above, where the world’s Great Architect lives and
reignsforever.

[music fades)

Narr Theworkingtoolsinthe Third Degreeall relateto the process of
designingbuildings — of laying out designsand plans — (tasks appropriate
tothe Master Mason) wher ethose of the lower deg;re&srel atemoreto
craftsmanship and theworking of stone. The 3" degreetoolsareall about
‘comprehendingthebigpicture’.

Furthermorethey all start fromasinglepoint —a point fromwhich aline
can bedrawn, a point fromwhich distanceand proportion can be
measured — a point fromwhich all thingsareinbala nceand harmony.
Theemphasisison pointsandcircles - like the salute they point us
torwardsthe Cs — oneof thethree Great Lightsin Freemasonry.

Thisisthekey to unlocking themoral under standing of thesetool sand
how they are symbolic of the 3 ™ degree message. Their moral lessonis
linked to Divine Judgement. The messageisnot simply that weshould live
infear of judgement over our sins, but rather to be conscious of the
Divineall around us - that we cannot escape or hide fromthis Greater
Reality of whichwearealready part — and that our challengeinthe3 ™
degreeistorealisethisdesignand ‘express' it, bepart of it rather than
just conformto it.

Wecan only find thisconsciousness by | ooking within our sel ves, finding
the still poi nt at our centre, around which all elserevolves, and listening
tothe‘still, small voice’ - the*" voiceof Nature” bearing witnessto the
vital andimmortal principleresiding withinus.

M Y ou will now close the Lodge in the Third Degree —

Narr Aswe arenot inopenlodge, and intheinterestsof time, wewill assume
that this has happened.

M Bro I1G, admit FCs

I G goesto door...

IM [NE Cnr facing §] Brethren, you will pass round the Lodge and salute the
WM as FCs.

M, followed by FCsand MMs, turnsl and proceedsround Lodge.. whilethisis
happening...

Music Shakespearein Love—track 1

Narr It may be a coincidence, but we should note that the formof the Second
Degreesaluteissuggestiveof theSquare —everythingisinright angles.
Indeed all the symbol ism of the 2™ Degree pointsto the Square, wherethe
3" degree pointsto the Csand the finding of balance at the centreof a
circle.

Where, in opening the 3 " Degree, the JW hasto prove himself by being
called uponto definea Centre; inthe2 " degreeopening he hasto prove
himself by defining a Sg* an angle of 90 degreesor thefourth part of a
circle”.
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Wetalk of ‘ Squareconduct’ but what do we mean by that? Furthermore
how doesthis fit with the declared emphasisof the2 ™ degree on science
over and above virtue.

[music fades

[N of SW ped] Brethren, during your temporary absence Brother X has
been regularly installed in the Chair of KS according to ancient custom,
and | now for the second time proclaim him WM of the X Lodge, No X in
the Register of the Grand Lodge of England, until the next regular period
of election within this Lodge and until a successor shall have been duly
elected and installed in his stead, and | call on you to greet him as FCs
with f, taking the time from me.

[E Centrelinefacing N] To order, Brethren...b, h bdge.
Shakespearein Love—track 1 (repeat)

[Sof WM ped] | now present to you the w ts of a FC FM; they are the Sq,
L and PR - The Sqisto try, and adjust, rectangular corners of buildings,
and assist in bringing rude matter into due form; the L to lay levels and
prove horizontas; the PR to try, and adjust, uprights while fixing them on
their proper bases. But as we are not all operative masons, but rather free
and accepted, or speculative, we apply these tools to our morals. In this
sense the Sq teaches morality, the L equality and the PR justness and
uprightness of life and actions. Thus by square conduct, level steps and
upright intentions we hope to ascend to those immortal mansions whence
all goodness emanates.

[music continues]

WheretheThird DegreeWorking Toolsrelated to the construction of
circles, those of the Second Degreerelateto Squares  — the form of the
Second Degree salute —and arethetoolsof precision craftsmanship. We
are further reminded that the Sqis the second of the Great Lightsin
Freemasonry

[music fades)

Themoral application of thesetool s stressesthelink between the Sgand
mor ality. Theemphasishereisthat morality should beunderstood as
rational and acte d on out of choicerather than out of obedience —as
stressed intheFirst degreewhere Virtueisamatter of practiceand
discipline. Inthe second degreethelesson hasmoved fromVirtueto
Science —inthe Third it then progressesto Harmony.

The emph asisison reason and under standing. Asisillustrated at length
inthe Second Degreelectures, it isthrough the exer cise of reason that we
areto seekto discover the Divinearound usand learn fromtheorder and
pattern we find wherever welook. The Art  of Geometry is the symbolic of
thisand we should notethat theletter G, the sacred symbol discoveredin
thisdegree'at thecentre’ now alludesto God but originally wascited as
alluding to Geometry.

All will becomeclear later.
Y ou will now close the Lodge in the Second Degree —
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Aswearenot in open lodge, andintheinterestsof time, wewill assume
that this has happened.

Bro I1G, admit EAs

I G goesto door...

M

[NE Cnr facing §] Brethren, you will pass round the Lodge and salute the
WM asEAs.

I M, followed by EAs, FCsand MMs, turns| and proceedsround Lodge. . whilethisis

Music

Narr

M
Music
M

happening...
Henry V —track 15

ThesaluteintheFirst Degreeissymbolic of cutting off the head, but there
may be a deeper meaningto thisthat illustratess  omething about the
degree —continuing the patter n suggested by the other two degrees. If we
consider that thekey messageofthel  degreeisvirtue, with the emphasis
on practiceand discipline, then might it bethat thesignof thel ¥ degree
isemblematic of thesurrender of freedomand freewill —theloss of the
head —that must be part of the acceptance of arule of conduct. Wherethe
2" degreeisexpressed in terms of the collectiveinvestigation of the
rational, and thethird degreeintermsoft he private search for inner
harmony; thefirst degree —especially the Charge —isexpressed asa set
of commandsandrules, treated asabsol uteand beyond question. If this
analogy iscorrect then wefind that the signs of thethree degrees
correspondto thethree’ Great though emblematical Lights unveiledto
the candidate on hisInitiation: the VSL (1 ¥ degree — the set of rules), the
S (2™ degree) and Cs (3 " degree).

[music fades)

[W of JW ped] Brethren, during your temporary absence Brother X has
been regularly installed in the Chair of KS according to ancient custom,
and | now for the third time proclaim him WM of the X Lodge, No X in
the Register of the Grand Lodge of England, until the next regular period
of election within this Lodge and until a successor shall have been duly
elected and installed in his stead, and | call on you to greet him as EAs
with t, taking the time from me.

[E - Centrelinefacing N] To order, Brethren... Sx3
HenryV —track 5

[Sof WM ped] | now present to you thew tsof a EA FM: they are the
24-in G, the common G and C — The 24-in G isto measure our work, the
common G to knock off all superfluous knobs and excrescences, and the
C to further smooth and prepare the stone and render it fit for the hands of
the more expert workman. But, as we are not all operative Masons, but
rather free and accepted or speculative, we apply these tsto our morals. In
this sense, the 24-in G represents the twenty-four hours of the day, part to
be spent in prayer to Almighty God, part in labour and refreshment, and
part in serving afriend or brother in time of need, without detriment to
ourselves or connections. The common G represents the force of
conscience, which should keep down all vain and unbecoming thoughts
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which might obtrude during any of the aforementioned periods, so that our
words and actions may ascend unpolluted to the Throne of Grace. The C
points out to us the advantages of education, by which means alone we are
rendered fit members of regularly organised society.

[music fades

Incommonwith theworking toolsinthe higher degrees, thesereflect the
tasksand responsibilitiesof theapprenticeat that degree. Wher ethose of
the 34 degreerelateto design, and those of the2 " degreerelateto
precision craf tsmanship; those of the First Degreerelateto the

prepar ation of stoneinto rough blocksto given measurements.

Themoral interpretationisthat of disciplineinthe consistent practice of
virtue. Theyardstick against whichwearemeasuredistheVSL  —the key
message of the Charge - “let merecommend to your most serious
contemplationthe VL charging youto consider itastheunerring

standard of truth and justiceand to regul ate your actionsby thedivine
preceptsit contains’ .

Be seated, Brethren.

Wewill missthe handing over of the Warrant and proceed to theinvesting
of officers.

Appointment of Officers

M
Narr

M
WM
Music

Y ou will now appoint and invest your officers.

Intheinterestsof timewewill focusonly on a few of the appointments
that arei [lustrative of wider points.

[facing WM ped] WM, whom do you appoint your SW?
Bro X
Henry V —track 14 —fade out at 1:35

I M cutssign, collectsappropriate Collar, Gavel and Cn and conductsnamed Bro by

WM

ther hto WM’ s ped.

Bro X, | appoint you SW, and | now invest you with the insignia of your
office. The L being an emblem of equality, points out the equal measures
you are bound to pursue in conjunction with me in the well ruling and
governing of the Lodge. | therefore place in your hand this Gavel as an
emblem of power, to enable you to assist me in preserving order in the
Lodge, especially inthe W. | also present to you the Cn of your office,

which you will place erect when the Lodge is engaged in Masonic

business. Your placeisin the W, your duty to mark the setting sun, to
close the Lodge by my command, after having seen that every brother has
had his due.

[music fades)

IM conducts SWto | side of chair at SW sped direct...

Narr

Note herethe placement of the Senior WardenintheWesta nd the
association of hisrolewith that of the setting sun. Thismay relateto his
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rolein closing thelodge, just asthe Master inthe East opensitandis
associated with therising sun, however theremay bea deeper meaning.

Smilarly the Junior Warde nisplaced inthe South and associated with
the Sun at itsmeridian, which may again simply beanallusionto hisrole
in calling off thelodge for mid -day refreshment.

TheWardenswerenot alwaysplaced thus. In early Freemasonry, and stil|

in somevery oldlodges they are placed in the North -West and South -
West corners, arrangedinatrianglefromtheMaster  —asisstill reflected
inthe dining layout of some lodges.

The decision to re -arrangetheminthe Lodge, inthe early years of
modern Freemason ry, wastaken deliberately to highlight their
association, alongwith the Master, with the positionsof the Sun. It
stressestheir roleasemblematical giversof light, and of theLodgeasa
‘sacred’ placefilled with divinelight when open.

We can skip through most of the other appointments, however onefurther
isof interest today. While many of the offices have alter native forms of
wor ding givenintheappendicesto the Emulationritual, the office of
Charity Sewardisgiventwo additional forms — one of whichisboth
relevant and rather lovely (see p276).

WM, whom do you appoint Charity Steward?
Bro X
Much Ado about Nothing —track 19

I M cutssign, collectsappropriate Collar and conductsnamed Bro by ther htoWM'’s

WM

Narr

ped.

Bro X, | appoint you Charity Steward of the Lodge, and | now invest you
with the jewel of your office which isatrowel. Y ou are to put your hand
to the Trowel of peace and beneficence and not lay it by so long asyou
are able to join one stone to the building.

Beneficence, or active goodness, is the perfection of that goodwill we owe
to mankind; and remember that the almighty haslaid this injunction upon
us, that we should not withhold our hand when it isin our power to do
good.

L et the poor and indigent be assisted. The advantages arising from a
conscientious discharge of this duty are great and many; and when we
communicate happiness to another, and with a good heart, that happiness
isdirectly returned back to us.

Here are some thoughtsto hold onto for later: that Beneficence, Charity,
isabout “ activegoodness’ ; isassociated with perfection of virtueand

that thishasto be donein a spirit of communicating happinessto others
and that the practice of thisleads directly to our own real happiness.

If weall approached our charitableobligationsinthisspirit, how
different everything would be!

[music fades)
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Addresstothe WM

M

Narr

Narr

Narr

[N of SW ped] WM, you, having been installed in the Chair of this
worthy and worshipful Lodge, cannot be insensible to the obligations
which devolve on you as its head, or to your responsibility for the faithful
discharge of the duties annexed to the appointment. The honour,
reputation and usefulness of this Lodge will materially depend on the skill
and assiduity with which you manage its concerns; while the happiness of
its members will be generally promoted in proportion to the zeal and
ability with which you promulgate the genuine principles of the
Institution.

By this point many Brethren will have nodded off asthefa miliar and
comfortablewordswash over them. The heavy Victorianlanguage
obscuresthemeaning and encouragesusto listen without thinking. Thisis
apity becauseit isabout to say something significant.

As apattern for imitation, consider that glorious luminary of Nature,
which, rising in the E, regularly diffuses light and lustre to all within its
circle; in like manner it isyour peculiar province to communicate light
and instruction to the Brethren of your Lodge.

Hang onaminute here. Let's stop and think about this. TheIM istelling
the WM hismost important duty apart fromrunning the Lodge, and it
isn’'t tomemorizeritual; itisto communicate Light.

Theideaof a‘ brotherhood of divineknowledgeandillumination’ isone

of the earliest and most central conceptsin Masonry andlongpre -dates
official Freemasonry — FrancisBacon wrotein The Advancement of
Learningin 1606 —

“ Surelyasnaturecreateth brotherhoodinfamilies, and artsmechanical
contract brotherhood in communities, ...soin  learning there cannot but be
afraternityinlearningandillumination, relating to that pater nity which
isattributed to God, whoiscalled thefather of all illumination or lights.”

ThisLight must comefrom God and is something we must each find

withi n ourselves, ontaking thechair of Solomon. Light isperhapsthe
most preciousthing we haveto give, apart fromLove —thelodgeis
telling itsnew Master that it wantsto hear what  He hasto say, that his
duty isto let God speak through him.

Forcibly impress upon them the dignity and high importance of Masonry;
seriously admonish them never to disgrace it; charge them to practice
outside the Lodge those duties they have been taught within it, and by
virtuous, amiable and discreet conduct to prove to the world the happy
and beneficial effects of our ancient institution, so that when anyoneis
said to be amember of it, the world may know that he is one to whom the
burdened heart may pour forth its sorrow, to whom the distressed may
prefer their suit, whose hand is guided by justice and whose heart is
expanded by benevolence.

Hereisanother surprisethatislargely overlooked: TheWM isinstructed
toplaceachargeover thebrethren. A chargeisthe most power ful formof
promise one can demand of S omeone — you own themuntil they have
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satisfiedtheir obligation. It must beimportant then: to practiceoutside

the Lodge the duties we have been taught withinit  —to such an extent that
our member ship of Masonry should bepublicly obvious, that Virtuea nd
Masonry should seeminextricablylinkedintheeyesof theoutsideworld.
Thisalmost missionary zeal to expressMasonry through virtuousconduct
and public good, if taken literally by Freemasonsasawhole, would
transform both the world and us.

In fine, WM, by astrict observance of the By-laws of your Lodge, the
Constitutions of Masonry, and above all by the use of the Sacred Writings
which are given as the rule and guide of our Faith, you will be enabled to
lay up a Crown of Joy and Rejoicing which will continue when time with
you shall be no more. And may God grant you health and strength to
perform the duties of your high office with satisfaction to yourself and
advantage to your Lodge.

Addressto the Wardens

Narr

Narr

Intheinterestsif timewewill passover the Addressto the Wardens,
whichlargely repeatsand reinfor cesthe pointsmadein the Addressto the
Master. The key messagesto the Wardensarethat they should lead by
example: not by laying down thelaw but by following it themsel ves. We
areagain reminded that thejob of the WM isto communicate Light.

If theInstallationisin some sensesaformof initiation, understood asa
ritualisedtransformation of rel ationship between a Brother andthe
Lodge, in which much of the processisdir ected at the Lodge rather than
the Candidate WM, then per hapsitisthe Lodgethat isbeing initiated
hereasmuch asthe WM. Hencethe Addressto the Brethren should beas
significant asthat to the WM.

AddresstotheBrethren

M

Narr

[S of WM ped] Brethren, such is the nature of our Constitution that as
some must of necessity rule and teach so others must of course learn,
submit and obey. Humility in each is an essential qualification.

Hereagainwearereminded of thenatureof therelationshipbetween  the
WM and the Lodge —that the Lodgeisenduing the WM, trusting him, with
theoretically unlimitedauthority —committing itself to listen to him, to
receiveLight fromhim. Itisexpressly a gift fromthe Lodgeto whichever
brother becomes WM for ayear. Itisan act of voluntary humility by the
Lodge.

It isdoubly amazing then that thisisgiven not to the oldest and wisest and
most experienced brother inthe Lodge, as seemsought to bethe case, but
instead to the newest Brother who hasmost recently s atisfied the
conditionsfor election — by definitionthe least qualified among them.

Itiswonderful to see so many Brethren finding new confidencein
themselvesduring their year asWM  —to seethemvisibly growing and
transforming. Itisarelationship that can only work properly when
approached ina spirit of deepest humility by all sides.

The Brethren whom the WM has selected to assist him in the ruling and
governing of the Lodge are too well acquainted with the principles of
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Masonry, and the Laws of our Institution, to warrant any mistrust that they
will be found wanting in the discharge of the duties of their respective
offices, or that they will exceed the powers with which they are entrusted;
and you, Brethren, | am sure, are of too generous a disposition to envy
their preferment. | therefore trust that we shall have but one aim in view,
to please each other and unite in the grand design of being happy and
communi cating happiness.

“ but oneaimin view, to please each other and uniteintheg rand design
of being happy and communi cating happiness’ : sothat’ swhat it’sall
about then. All the pettinessand triviafall away at thispoint, exposed to
thetruth of real brotherlylove. Thereareechoeshereof theaddressto

the Charity Seward weh eardearlier “ ... and when we communicate
happinessto another, and with agood heart, that happinessisdirectly
returned back tous’.

And as this association has been formed and perfected with so much
unanimity and concord, long may it continue. May brotherly love and
affection ever distinguish us as men and as Masons. May the principles
and tenets of our profession, which are founded on the basis of religious
truth and virtue, teach us to measure our actions by the rule of rectitude,
square our conduct by the principles of morality, and guide our
inclinations, and even our thoughts, within the compass of propriety.

Noticethelast sequence hereand how it echoestheworking toolsineach

of the three degrees: we measure our actions, we sguare our conduct, we
harmonise our inclinationstothe still centre withinthecircle. It brings us
back tothethree Great, though emblematical, Lightsunveiled beforeour
eyesat our initiations: the VSL, the Sgand Cs.

Itisworth abrief diversion hereto explo rethislast paragraph more
deeply, using excerptsfromthe1  Emulation Lecturetoilluminatewhat is
being said here, and how the three degreesfit together .

Henry V —track 10 —start at 2:05 (fadein) and fade out at 4:35.
In the definition of Virtue...

Virtue is the highest exercise of, and improvement to, reason; the
integrity, harmony, and just balance of affection; the health strength and
beauty of the soul.

Honour

May justly be defined as the spirit and supererogation of virtue, ... It
implies the united sentiments of Virtue, Truth and Justice, carried by a
generous mind beyond those mere moral obligations which the laws
require, or can punish the violation of. True honour, though a different
principle from religion, is that which produces the same effects. The lines
of action although drawn from different parts, terminate at the same point.
Religion embraces Virtue asit is enjoined by the laws of God; Honour as
it is graceful and ornamental to human nature. The religious man fears, the
man of Honour scorns, to do anill action; the latter considers vice as
something beneath him, the other as something which is offensive to the
Divine Being. A true man of Honour will not content himself with the

10
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literal discharge of the duties of a man and a citizen; he raises and
dignifies them to magnanimity: he gives when he may with propriety
refuse; and forgives when he may with justice resent. The whole of his
conduct is guided by the noblest sentiments of his own unvitiated heart, a
true moral rectitude is the uniform rule of his actions and a just praise and
approbation his due reward.

[music fades)

Underlying all of thisisa philosophy of morality that comesstraight from
Socrates. Virtueisunderstood, first, asbeing rational based on treating
othersaswewould wishto betreated, and secondly asa state of internal
harmony, health and beauty —a necessary condition for fulfilment of our
true nature ashumansand ultimatelythe only path to true happiness. The
messag eisthat we should be virtuous not out of fear of punishment or
desirefor reward, but because wefreely choose to be out of an
understanding that in doing so we fulfil the realisation of our true selves.

The achievement of thisstate of ‘truevirtue’ o  r honour can be achieved in
three stages —first by the adoption of strict discipline, then by the attempt
tounder stand and rationalisewhichfinally leadsusto a state of inner

harmony whereweareno longer buffeted by contrary desiresandare

fully in communion with the Divineall around us - transformour very
nature“ and guideour inclinations, and even our thoughts, withinthe
compass of propriety” .

Hence we learn to be meek, humble and resigned; to be faithful to our
God, our Country, and our Laws; to drop atear of sympathy over the
failings of aBrother, and to pour the healing balm of consolation into the
bosom of the afflicted. May these principles and tenets be transmitted pure
and unpolluted, through this Lodge from generation to generation.

Senseand Sensibility —track 10

S0 in summary then:

1. Theprimaryroleof the WM isto communicate Divine Light
2. Theduty of the Lodgeisto listento and to learn fromits WM

3. Theperson selected for thisspecial roleeachyear is(intheory)th e
newest and least qualified brother

4. Weare chargedto take our Masonry aspractical - to become
beacons of goodnesswithin theworld

5. Thepoint of thewholething, asagroup, isssmplytofind, and share,
happiness

6. Happinessisfound only throughvirtuea nd charity, by transforming
our very natureinto aliving expression of Love.

How many of ushaveever really listened to thisbefore? Under standing
what isbeing said here, how many of uswill ever dosethroughthis
again?

[music fades)
Lets hear the A ddresstotheBrethrenagain, properly, beforeweclose.

11



Music

Music
Narr

THE CORNERSTONE SOCIETY
www.cornerstonesociety.com

St Crispin’s Day —from Henry V — (Patrick Doyle)
Track 10, Start at 2:05 and fade out at 4:35 (no later)

Brethren, such is the nature of our Constitution that as some must of
necessity rule and teach so others must of course learn, submit and obey.
Humility in each is an essential qualification.

The Brethren whom the WM has selected to assist him in the ruling and
governing of the Lodge are too well acquainted with the principles of
Masonry, and the Laws of our Institution, to warrant any mistrust that they
will be found wanting in the discharge of the duties of their respective
offices, or that they will exceed the powers with which they are entrusted;
and you, Brethren, | am sure, are of too generous a disposition to envy
their preferment. | therefore trust that we shall have but one aim in view,
to please each other and unite in the grand design of being happy and
communi cating happiness.

And as this association has been formed and perfected with so much
unanimity and concord, long may it continue. May brotherly love and
affection ever distinguish us as men and as Masons. May the principles
and tenets of our profession, which are founded on the basis of religious
truth and virtue, teach us to measure our actions by the rule of rectitude,
square our conduct by the principles of morality, and guide our
inclinations, and even our thoughts, within the compass of propriety.

Hence we learn to be meek, humble and resigned; to be faithful to our
God, our Country, and our Laws; to drop atear of sympathy over the
failings of a Brother, and to pour the healing balm of consolation into the
bosom of the afflicted. May these principles and tenets be transmitted pure
and unpolluted, through this L odge from generation to generation.

Much Ado about Nothing —track 13.
(closing comments — 30 secs —then music crescendo)
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